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English I
Introduction

Hello!  Welcome to English I.  We will be working together on the following: 
· Reading, understanding, and being able to apply critical thinking skills to both fiction and non-fiction; 
· Learning and applying literary terms in analyzing literature and in writing original work;
· Learning relevant words to the literature to increase vocabulary; 
· Learning higher level vocabulary to increase reading lexile level;
· Reviewing basic grammar;

· Expanding grammar knowledge of phrases, clauses, sentence structure, and punctuation; 
· Developing and improving writing skills in academic and creative writing; and
· Utilizing technology for collaboration and communication.

Expectations for Teachers & Students

· Treat others as you would want to be treated.
Grading 

The grading scale is:        
       

        The weighted semester grades are:
A = 90-100%


       

         1st 9 Weeks:                                 40%
B = 80-89%

       

  
         2nd 9 Weeks:                                40%
C = 70-79%


         

         NC Final Exam:                           20%
D = 60-69% 



                     



              100%
F = 00-59%
The weighted grading scale for this and most SAHS English classes:
15%   Language  
15%   Quizzes  
20%   Tests  

25%   Classwork  

25%   Composition  

100%

Some assignments in the Classwork, Composition, and Language categories will be graded based on effort and amount of completion in units of 5%.  Examples:
100% = All answers completed with a fair amount of accuracy or obvious attempt at accuracy

95% = A couple of answers not completed or a couple of answers that make no sense or does not answer the question at all.  90%, 85%, etc. down to 50% are possible grades.

0% = Less than half of an assignment completed or half of answers make no sense or does not answer the questions at all.

Studying and editing work on major writing assignments and projects will be mostly outside of class.  Most other work will be completed in class, and it is expected a student will use all class time given to work on an assignment until it is completed.  If a student needs more time on a classwork assignment, he or she may take it home at teacher discretion.  Students are expected to review and study daily outside of class any notes, vocabulary, literature, and other material covered in class that day and each day leading up to the test on that material.  The goal is for the student to put the information in long term memory and not just cram for a test the night before or the day of the test.  
Policies & Procedures

Start of Class:  Please be in your seat or heading to your seat with your Chromebook when the tardy bell finishes ringing.  If the door is open to the Chromebook cart, you are to pick up your assigned Chromebook, log in, and start with that day’s opening assignment.  If the door is closed, we will not be using the Chromebooks at first that day.  All personal items such as backpacks, purses, etc. are to be in the bookcases to allow us to move around the classroom easily.  
During Class:  
· Restroom visits:  Please use the restroom before class.  During instruction, film clips, and presentations, restroom requests will not be granted unless it is obviously an emergency.  Please take the bathroom pass lanyard with you.  Students receive one bathroom pass per week.  Students are not allowed to leave class the first or last ten minutes.
· Food & Drink:  Please eat a good breakfast.  Eat snacks as you travel between classes.  Food is not allowed in class.  
· Electronics/Cell Phones:  Electronics will be allowed in class only for academic purposes or for immediate and necessary parental contact at teacher’s discretion.  The cell phone policy will be strictly enforced.  Electronics are to be kept with the personal items on the bookcases.
End of Class:  Before class ends, please check that your area is cleaned up with no trash on the floor, your Chromebook is back in the correct slot and plugged in to charge in the cabinet, and the desks lined back up in their rows.  Please remain in your seat until the bell rings. 
Make-Up Work/Remediation:  

· It is your responsibility for being aware of any missed work and/or requesting additional help.  You can verify work missed by checking the Weebly website along with the Google Classroom website, and/or the teachers.  
· ALL make-up work is due within 5 working days unless otherwise specified by both Ms. Chase and Mr West. 
· If you are absent on the day a major writing assignment, project, or test is scheduled, the absence must be excused to receive full credit.  
· There will be some class activities that you have to be present to earn a grade; it will be excused if the absence is excused, or it will be zero if the absence is unexcused.
· After one week, all unmade up work is a permanent zero unless prior arrangements have been made.
Required Materials:
· Flash drive for electronic storage of written work and class documents
· Earbuds or headphones that completely cover the ears

· A well-rested, well-fed, and ready-to-learn student!

